
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2009 World Languages Teacher of the Year: Linda Zins-Adams 
 
 
 
 

 

SCOLT 

SCOLT Salute to Blue Ribbon Teachers: 
World Languages Teachers of the Year Selected as 

SCOLT Regional Representatives 

The American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) created the 
National Foreign Language Teacher of the 
Year Award to celebration the 2005 Year of 
Languages.  Regional organizations submit 
candidates, nominated by state organizations, 
who participate in the final round of 
selection at the annual ACTFL Conference 
held each year in November. 

Linda Zins-Adams 
Highlands High School/  Fort Thomas, KY 

Teaching: German 
 

Linda was selected in March 2009 as the SCOLT World 
Languages Teacher of the Year and will complete with other 
regional nominees at ACTFL in November 2009. 

In the classroom, Linda focuses on "real-world" activities and 
uses her contacts all over the world to help her students learn 
about German culture. She works with a partner school outside 
Berlin.  During her 16 years at Highlands, nine of her students 
have won study trips to Germany through the AATG’s National 
German Exam. 

My motto is 'Be a winner with German' and it stays with me 
through everything we do in the classroom and beyond.  Since I 
learned German, it has opened so many doors for me, and I 
see it happen every year with my students. 

Join SCOLT at the 2009 ACTFL Conference November 20-22 
in San Diego to support Linda’s quest for the ACTFL National 
Language Teacher of the Year. 



 
2008 World Languages Teacher of the Year: Carmen Scoggins 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2007 World Languages Teacher of the Year: Juan Carlos 
Morales 
 
 

 

Carmen Scoggins 
Watauga H.S. 
North Carolina 

Adjunct: Appalachian State University  
Teaching:  Spanish 

 
Message 

 
I encourage my students to find ways Spanish 
touches their own lives in order to personalize the 
language for them; I create a relaxed environment 
so my students feel comfortable expressing 
themselves, and I give my students multiple outlets 
to practice their Spanish, such as through avatars, 
MP3 players, and texting.  I set high expectations 
for my students and myself.  I try to stay fresh and 
to find better ways to do things in the classroom; I 
give back to the teaching profession; and I 
demonstrate to my students what it means to work 
hard and to be open-minded. 
 

Juan Carlos Morales 
 

Miami Palmetto Senior High School 
Miami, FL 

Teaching Assignment: German / Levels 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, and AP 

 
Message 
 
“We are faced with these two tasks daily: how do 
we teach our students to value themselves and 
each other, and how do we teach them to value 
others whose cultures and values are different 
from theirs?  Our task is to make the foreign into 
something familiar, to take the far away and try 
to shape it into something that feels like one’s 
own.  Let’s make our classrooms an extension of 
our family, invest in our students as learners, and 
as human beings, become champions for 
languages and embrace all languages!” 



 

2006 World Languages Teacher of the Year: Tracy V. Knick 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2005 World Languages Teacher of the Year: Ken Stewart  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracy V. Knick 
Department of Defense Dependent Schools 

Europe 
Position: Instructional Systems Specialist Foreign 

Language, Partial Immersion and FLES 
 

Message 
 
I strongly encourage all teachers to become involved in the 
various language associations.  The language-specific 
groups and the state/regional groups, such as SCOLT and 
the national ACTFL organization, have so much to offer 
their membership from outstanding professional 
development opportunities at annual conferences to 
meaningful professional and personal networking.  Since 
my nomination as the SCOLT WLTOY for ACTFL, I have 
left the classroom and now oversee the Foreign Language 
Program K-12 for the DoDDS-E.  While no longer residing 
in the SCOLT region (my office is located in Wiesbaden, 
Germany), I still stay current and in contact thanks to 
websites such as www.scolt.org. 

Ken Stewart 
Chapel Hill H.S. 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Teaching: Spanish IV and AP Spanish Language 
 

Message 
 
Not only was it a humbling honor to represent the 
SCOLT Region as the Language Teacher of the Year, 
but it was also a unique opportunity to be a 
spokesperson for language education.  Without 
SCOLT’s support, I would never have gone on to be 
selected as the ACTFL National Teacher of the Year.  I 
am truly honored to be a part of such dedicated 
teachers who are passionate about languages and 
teaching kids.  I encourage you to nominate an 
outstanding language teacher in your school to your 
state language association.  The Teacher of the Year 
Program had deeply enriched my career and my life.  
To me, this award is not about being the “best” teacher 
but rather a chance to give back to the profession.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
World Language Teachers of the Year State AwardeesWorld Language Teachers of the Year State AwardeesWorld Language Teachers of the Year State AwardeesWorld Language Teachers of the Year State Awardees    

 
2009 
*Linda Zins-Adams: KWLA 
Pamela Benton: FFLA 
Karen Guy: FLANC 
Mary Jim Howe: SCFLTA 
Dan McElderry: AFLTA 
Betsy Marcum: TFLTA 
Velma Hodge Milliner: VIMFLA 
Linda Paragone: AAFLT 
Nancy Ryan: WVFLTA 
Jennifer Schultz: FLAG 
 
2008 
*Carmen Scoggins: FLANC 
Gladys Collins: VIMFLTA 
Wendy Cunningham: AFLTA 
Joan MacDonald: TFLTA 
Linda Markley: FFLA 
Anna Megyesi: WVFLTA 
Linda Meigs: AAFLT 
Joy Lynn Tynes: FLAG 
 
 

Ken was selected as SCOLT’s first World 
Languages Teacher of the Year and the first 
ACTFL National Foreign Language Teacher 
of the Year.  This award was created by 
ACTFL in celebration of their national 
campaign: 2005 The Year of Languages. 

Ken passes on the title to 
Tracy V. Knick in 2006. 

2007 
*Juan Carlos Morales: FFLA 
Rhonda Daniels: AFLTA 
Peggy Dolan: WVFLTA 
Linda Meigs: AAFLT 
Susan Neese: TFLTA 
Melyn Roberson: FLAG 
 
2006 
*Tracy Veler Knick: FFLA  
Lorraine Nielson: AFLTA 
Sue Stites: FLANC 
 
2005 
*Ken Stewart: FLANC 
Lynn Fulton-Archer: SCFLTA 
Sharon Rapp: AAFLT 
Alice Springer: TFLTA 
Linda Villadoniga: FFLA 
 


